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Where the Nature of Holineſs and Morality is o-- 


pened, and the Doctrine of Juſtification, Impura- 
tion of Sin and Righteouſneſs, &c. partly cleared, | 
and Vindicated from Abuſe. 


In certain Propoſitions, returned to an unknown 


Perſon, referring to Mr, Fowlers TREATISE 
on this SUBJECT. 
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_ E]ent now they ſpread and proſper, } This being the ſum 
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Qu. IWrether Holineſſe be the only Deſign of 
Chriſtianity ? 


S [1 R, 


He Sum of your Letter is , (That Mr, Fowler and 
*© many others of late, by crying up Holineſs 
«as the Only Deſign of Chriſtianity, do 1, give 
* us a deſcription of ſuch a Holineſs as 1s but the 
«© meer morality of a Heathen, [ A ſound complexion of 
<«{oul, &c.] 2. And that they greatly obſcure or drown 
« the whole Dodtine of our Juſtification, and Adoption, 
* and of Chriſts Satis{adtion and imputed Righteouſneſs ; 

*and make the Glory of this to be none of the Deſign of 
«« Chriſtianity, 3. That, by this they tempt men, that 
co can but 1 [magine that Seneca, Antonin, Epiftetus, Plutarck 


” or Cicero do give as wiſe and wholſome Precepts of Vir- 


© tue and good living as Chriſt, ro think as highly of them 
«25 of Chriſt, 4; That hence they ſecretly reproach both 
«che Impolers of Contormity, and the Non-conformilts, 
«* and magnifie the ſtretching conſcience of the Paſſive La- 
« titudinarian Conformiſt as the only wiſe man that careth 
<« for none of theſe little things : And that they, ſecretly 
<« undermine all Inſticuted Ordinances. 5. That becauſe 
* my Aphoriſms and other Writings have had ſome hand 
«in breeding ſuch opinions, I am doubly guilty in being {i- 


of 


of your Complaint, I ſhall ani{wer to all this in that manner 
ai the natgre of the thing requireth, _ | 

In Genera), I muſt tell you, that I am reſponſible for no 

mans Writings bue' my own ; Netther fhall you hereby 


rempt me to become an Ariſftarchns, and arrogant Cenſurer | 


of other mens, This is all that I'need to ſay of the Book 
you mention,: that iris. of yery;mpoh. worth 2nd ufe, rq call 
men more ſeriouſly to confider of the Delign of mans Re- 
demption, and of the nature of true Religion and Felicicy : 
And though I will not defend eyery word in my own wri- 
tings, much leſs in other mens, when I am not concerned, 
yer [I may ſay that I bad rather perſwade the Licencious of 
this age tothe careſul reading of that Book, than tyra it 
into matter of ſtrite, 

Burt it is only my own judgment about the things in que- 
flion which you can reaſonably expe; which I think the 
brevity requiſite in a Letter direteth me to give you in 
certain {elf-evidencing coherent Propoſitions. 


Prop, 1. GOD is the Beginning, the Ruler and the End 


of all : Of him, and throuch him, aud to him are all things, 

2. The word [ Deſien | doth fignifie, ſometime the a& 
of Intentions; ſometime the End intexded. In the Queſtion 
it muſt needs ſignifie the Jater, : Therefore inſtead of it I 
ſhall henceforth uſe that common word. 
© "3. By the End of Chriſtianity I doubt not 1s meant, x, The 
End of God and our Redeemer 1a the framing and impo- 
ſing Chriſtianity on mankind, 2, The end which man is 
bound tro jntend in receiving and uſing Chriſtianity. 
(Theſe two are called Fins operant.) 3. And theend to 
which the frame of the Chriſtian Religion is adapted (which 
is Called Fins opers. ) 

4. Holineſs in Creatures, is their ſeparation from com- 
mon uſes nnto God : Omne ſantium Deo ſanitum eff, 

Sa" es dhe fs Hp ; ; als 5, Holi- 


_ the ſubjet, 2. To the object, And x. 5s tothe whole 


| 5, Holineſs in Ratdouel free-agents, is ſuch a ſeparation 
to God, as is agreeable to their Natures, - | 
6, Holineſs is to be deſcribed with diſtin@reſpecs, x, To 


ſabjeQ, 2, as to the diſtin faculties. -: 
7. Holineſs in the whole ſubje& is 1. Active, a, Diſpolitive or 
Habitnal, 3,Relative: oris In our Ads, Habits & Relations, 

8, Active Holineſs is our Active Dedication, devotion or. 
adherence unto God, begun in our Converſion to him, and 
Chriſtian Covenant with him , and exerciſed after in the 
praQtice of our lives. 

9, Habitual Holineſs, is that fixed Inclination or Diſpo- 

fitton of the ſoul, by which it is fitted to perform the afore- 
ſaid Adzve adherence and devotion with ſtrength, facility, 
and conſtancy. 
10. Relative Holineſs is the Relation of Man (or Angel) 
{thus adFively and diſpoſiitvely deyoted to God : which is 
particularly to be contidered with the 04je#. 

17, Beſides the commoner Holineſs of all Saints, there 
is alſo an office- Helineſs of Magiſtrates (though ſome deny 
it) and of Chriſts Miniſters : which containerh their 4@5ve 
Dedication to their proper work, their Diſpoſuizve Apritude 
for it, and their Relation to God init, And accordingly 
the nointing to ſach office, and the giving of the Holy 
Ghoſt for its performance, fignifie ſomewhat elſe than the 
common ſanaification of ail Saints, As the work to which 
they are anointed is more. TT 

12. Holineſs inreſpet cf the diſtin& faculties is, 1. In the 
wital and executrve Power ( for ſuch a difſtin&t faculty there 
is) and then it is called Spiritual Onickning, Life, and 
Strength. 2, In the Underſtanding, where it is called Sþir7- 

tual Illamination or Light,( Knowleage and faith.) 3.In the 
will, where it 1s called, Spiritual Love, and Holineſs inan- 
eminent narrower ſenſe, © 13. Ho- 


13, Holineſs is not to be defcribed or underſtood without 
its proper Obje&, which doth eflentially Conſtitute it, Its 
ao trae deſcription which omitreth tt, Ca 

14. The Objet of Holineſs, Primary, Immediate an 
proper is GOD himſelf, The ſecondary and remoter Ob- 
je; is the Impreſſions, Image or Glory of God in his works, 

15. GOD ts the objeR and zermings of our Holineſs, as in 
his Divine Perrections, ſo in his three grand Relations, as he 
is our Effictert, Dirigent and Finial Cayſe ; And in his three 
great Relations to his Intellectual Creatures, as he is our 
Owner Cur Rylcr , and our Lover or BenefaRor, All com- 
prized in the word {| Father - ] A:.d this on the Fundamen- 
tal Relation and work, of his being our Creater, Redeemer 
and Santifier. : 

16. Our Holineſs therefore is our anſwerable threefold 
Relation to God, that we be, f#/, ſabartr, amatores, his Own, 
his $»bjefFs and his Lovers; All comprehended in the word 
[ Children ] that we be pecaliarly the children of God. 

17:From all this the true deſcription of Holineſs is obvious 
and ſure,viz.that it is the Active Habitual and conſequently 
relitive, Separation, Dedication,& Devotion,of Intellectual 


free-agents, by Life, Light and Love, to God our Father as 


his Children ; or to God our Ab'olute Owner, Raler and Be- 
nefaQor, our Creator, Redeemer and SanRifier,as his own 
peculiars, his Subje&ts and his Lovers, : 
18. Though every one that is Holy hath not this diſtin&t 
and orderly conception of the natare of Holineſs, yet every 
one that is Holy, hath really all this in himſelf, And its 
pity. that ſo yſefal a parc of knowledge as is that of the 
pourtraicture of the new Creature, or the Image of God 
on min, ſhould not be found 1n all that bave the thing, 
Though it is to be no more wondred at, than that Men who 
have lotelle&s,and Wills, and Vital Power,are ſo much per- 
| | | plexed 
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EF 
ptexed with difficulcies and diſputes. about the nature of 


them, as the greateſt Philoſophers are. 
19, The ſecondary Objects of our Holineſs { 4Five and 


diſp:fttve,) being Gods Image and Appearance in all his 
works, it isthis that is often called | Hs Glory,] that is, as 
his Glery is made mans object and his end; even the glori- 
ous communication, and refleQions, and appearance of God 
in his perfections, on our ſelves and on all his works (and 
not only the praiſe that we give him for them, by our 
thoughts or words..) | 

20, As more or leſs of God is found in any thing or per- 
ſon, ſo we are more or leſs to Love and Honour them, be. 
cauſe we ddit for God appearing 1a them. 

21. There are not only different degrees therefore, but 
alſo different ſorts of Love and Honour due. to different 
Things and Perſons, as God hath communicated different 
gifts rtothem. (As Virtne, Office, Magiſtracy,. Miniſtry, 


Pareatage, @«. ) 
22, When any of theſe is Loved and Honoured truly 


for Gods Image or Glory appearing:in them, it is ulcimareiy 
GOD himſelf that is Loved and Honoured in and through 
them: And ſo even this Love of God appearing 1n his 
Creatures (animate or inanimate, --1ntelleQua], or his Word. 
and Ocdinances) is :a Holy Love:z when as the Love of all: 
the ſame things,: on another account, -and not as God 1s glo- 
rious and beloved in them, is but a common and: awholy. 
Love. - 

23. Accordingly it is a real ſecondary part of our Holi- 
neſs, to Love our neighbour as our ſelves, for that of God 
which equally appeareth in him z and to do juſtly uato all,- 
and to Love our ſelves on the ſame account, and to keep- 
our ſelves in temperance, chaſtity, ſobriety,@c. And ſo-the, 


- Cuties of the ſecond Table, are a ſecondsry Hotlines, as they. 
are 


(8) 

arechained to the firſt, by the relation that the Creature 
hath to God, and as God 1s the Beginning and End in all; 
that is, 1, As allthings are of Him, And as he is the Maker 
and Owner of us and them, 2, As all things are Through 
Him, and as he is the Ruler of Man, and commandeth him 
" this duty. 3» As all thizes are To Him, andas he is the 
End of us and all things; and thus all things axe ſaid to be 
ſanitified to Believers. 

24. So allo when Parents, Magiſtrates and Paſtors, are 
Loved, Honoured and Obeged in their pure ſubordination to 
God, (viz. 1, As they have their Power and Office from 
God, 3, And as this is commanded us by God, 3, Andas 
they Honour God, and as our duty honoureth 6t glorifieth 
Him, and as he is pleaſedin 1t) this alſo is a ſecondary Part 
of our Holineſs : But when they are honoured and obeyed, 
meerly for fear, or for our own ends, oron any humane ac- 
count, not ſubordinate and referred as a means to the glory 
and pleaſing of God, it is a common and unholy Honour 
and Obedience. 

25. As all mankiad are falln by him, from God to them- 
ſelves and other Creatures, fo Holineſs is their contrary 
adherence to'God upon their return, And fo when we ſay 
all the world is diſtinguw!thed into two ſorts, the Unholy and 
the Holy, or the Xzgoaly and the Godly, we mean that one 
part adhere ro carnal ſelf and. creatures as ſerviceable to 
carnal ſelf,and the other parr ate converted trom ſelf to Goa, 
and uſe the Creatures as a mearxs to God, AS he is their 
End. 

26. The word Moraltty ts made ambiguons by the looſe 
and various ule of men, not uſed to any accuratenels of 
ſpeech : But the firſt,famous and moſt notable acception of 
the word; is to lignifie all 7irtwe and Yice, or conformity 
and difconformity to the ruling Will or Law of God; 

| as 
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(9) 

as 'Ethicks or Morals as diftin& from. Phyſicks, and other 
Sciences. And inthis uſual ſenſe, All things commanded 
by God are direQly, and all things forbidden, reductively, 
the parts of Morality: That is all Moral Good and Evil-and 
{0 faith in Chriſt is a grear part of our trae Morality, And 
they that will needs rake the word in any narrower private' 
ſenſe, prepare for quarrelsz and are obliged to explain 
themſelyes, before they cenſare others or diſpute abour an 
ambiguous word, _ 

27. The ſumof Holineſs and Morality (which is all one) 
Is, the Love of God as God (including abſolute Refigna- 
tion and Subjection,) and the Love of man and all things for 
God appearing in them, and ſerved by them. 

28, Iteither Heathens or wicked nominil Chriſtians do 
take Holineſs or Morality to be only the Love of our ſelves, 


_ and our neighbours, and adiſpoſicion of mind, and courle 


of lite, in which we live orderly, juſtly and charitably to al!, 
and ſoberly to our own minds and bodies, and all this only 
tor the maintaining of the temporal proſperity of our ſelves 
and others, or for the meriting of a proſperity in the lite to 
comeznot at all referring all chis co GOD, as the Beginning, 
the Guide and the altimate End of all; 11 is bur Analogi- 
cally called either Holizeſs or Morality, and not ina proper 
or univocal lenſez becauſe the Exd is left out which muſt 
g21ve being toall true Holineſs and Morality. (Of which 
ſee my Agreement with Dr. Barlow 19 my ſmall Tractace 

of ſaving Faith.) Ls 
29. The meaning of thoſe Divines of my acquaintance, 
that ſpeak againſt preaching meer moral:ty, is indeed againſt 
theſe that preach zo morality, but the Ethicks or analogical 
Morality of Atheiſts, who leave out the Exd; or elle a 
Piece of Morality, which we call the Natural part,leaving our 
Chriſtianity as it that were no part of Holineſs or Morali(y: 
B Or 


(10) 
or treat lightly and looſly of ir, as it it were a ceremony or 
thing indiffercut , as needleſs if not troubleſome to the 
world , as their things called 1nd:ferext are, And what 
Chriſtian can excuſe that ſort of preaching, 

39. AsSelſewhere I have often ſaid, we muſt carefully 
diſtingutth between the Primitive or Primary and Natural 
part of Holineſs ; which is GODLINESSE or our LOVE 
to God as ſach; and the mearate remedying, ſabſervienr 
Part, whichis Faith in Chrift, or Chriftianityas ſuch, The 
firſt is as our Health, the ſecond as our Medicipe. 

28, This diſtinction 1s tt which is intended by the Apo. 
ſtles, when they ſo often tell us, that we are ſandified or 
receive the /jz7it of holineſs, by believing in Chriſt, Fauh 
kindling Lore, and Love kindled by Fauh, being the two | 
parts, and whole of qur Religion, 

32. Gods only End in this and all his works, (ſo far as he. 
may be ſaid tointend an end) is ultimately Himſelf (tor he 
can have no other nitimate end.) 

32. When we lay GOD is his own End, we mean not. 
that his Efſence or Exiſtence, 1s his End (tor of that there 
cannot be a wears: ) But formally it 1s the fulfilling and 
complacency of his Wil, For his Fill is the Beginning and 
Za of all things cauſed by him, 

34, Materially Gods higheſt end (or the ſummary of all 
means} in order to this complacency of his will, which is 
he formal ultimate End, is his Gl-2y, that 15, The foreſaid - | 
2:erious impreſs Or appearance of himfſelt communicated to his 
Creztures, and found itn his works, And this 1s not only the 
Image or Glory of his Rolineſs, (though that be the moſt 
eminent part)bur alſo of his Omnipotence and Omniſcience : -” 
(unleſs any will take the the word [ Holineſs J in God fo 
 lrgely as to comprehend alt his pertecticns. ) 

35« And here his G/ory reſplendent 1n the univerſe(as com- 
| prenending 
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prehending Chriſt and the whole Creation)beiag the Total, 


comprehending all the parts, muſt needs have the prehe- 
minence before each parr. 

36. And among the Parts the Glory of God ſhining 
jorth ig the whole heavenly Soctery. ( Chriſt, Angels and 
Men) muſt needs have the prehemigence. 

37. Andif you come down to Individuals, his Glory 
ſhining in the Perſon of Chriſt is greater (and (o neareſt to 
the ultimate end) than his Glory in Angels or Men - be- 
cauſe Chviſt in his created nature is the Beſt and Higheſt of 
Gods works; And therefore as God is more glorified in 
rhe Sun, than in a Star, fo is he more glotified in Chriſt, 
than in any Manor Angel. 

38. Gods Wildom, Love and Power, were wonderfully 
glorious in the perfon of Chriſt, and in all his works per-. 
tormed for our Redemption, when he was on Earth; 
much more 1a his Perſon and Interceſſion in the Heavens. 

39. And as to the Zfe&#s of Redemption upon Man, the 
Glory of Gods Wiſdom, Love, and Holineſs, ſuftice and 
Mercy,do thine forth wonderfully in our Unioa with Chriſt, 
and Memberſhip of his Policical Body, in our free Pardon 
and Juſtification, Reconciliation and Adoption, through the 
Sacrifice, Merit, and Interceſſion of Chrift, and not in our 
SanRification only, 

40. The fame I may ſay of all Gods mercies , which as 
ummediate demonſtrations of his Goodneſs do glorifie him ; 
ahd allo of his judgments now, and'of the grear and glorious 
final Judgment, in which Gods Wiſdom and Goodnels, 
Truth, Juſttce and Mercy will be immediately glorified, 
and'nor only as the jadgment maketh man Holy, nor only as 
tt declareth us to be ſo, = 

-47;, The Holinels of God is wonderfally glorified in that 
he will bave no {mediate Communion With any foul that is 
hs B 2 , defiled 


defiled with the ſmalleſt fin; Bur after they have once fin<. 
ned, and till they are perfected, be they never fo jincerely - 
Holy, their whole Communion with him ( as to: eceiting 
from him, and Returning to him) mult be only by 2 Media- 
ror that hath no fin, A!l mercy muſt be given by him, 
(ev n the ſpirit it ſelf) and all our {acrifices and duty offer- 
ed to God by him. Only the ſzz/eſs can have immediate 
Communion with God, at leaſt as to wzora/ Communication 
(For of Phyſical I will not here diſpute.) 

42, The Wiſdome, and Goodnels of God are wonder- 
fully glorified, in providing this incomprehenſible way of 
our Redemption, that by it Juſtice arid Holineſs may be as 
fully glorified, the Truth of God vindicated, the Honour 
and Authority of the Law and Lawgiver preſerved, and ſin | 
difgraced and confounded, by the Sacrifice, Merit and 1n- 
zerceſſion of Chriſt, as if all finners themſelves had been 
condemned, (, All which and much more Mr, Tramasx in 
his Great Propitiation hath fullier opened, than I can now 
ſtay ro do, and therefore to him I mult reter you, ) 

43. In this Aptitude of it to attain theſe eyds of God our 
Ruler and Benetator, better than mans damnation could 
have done, conſiſteth the ſatisfaorineſs and meritorionſneſs. 
of the Death or Sacrifice of Chriſt, and not n the /dentny tn 
kizd, or in the equal proportion of 1he Degree of Chriſts tut- ] > 
ferings, as compared with that which man deſerved, b 

44+ By all this it is evident, that our Perſonal Holineſs 
is not the oxly ezd (or deſign) of God 1n mans Redemption, 
nor in inſtituting the Chriſtian Religion, But if God muſt 
be (aid ro have no End, which is alſo a means, (bur only the 
ultimate Exd, the complacency of his bleſſed wif, which is no 
means, but all are means 1071) then our Holrneſs is none of 
Gods end, bug one means to it, But if the means thew- 
ſelves, as the end of lower means, may be called Gods End, 
| EL * 
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after the manner of imperfect man, than our Holineſs is one 
ot his inferior ends, among many others ; Ir being one Pars 
of that wwiverſal frame, in which conjoyned his Glory wn1ſb 
appeareth,in which his bleſſed will taketh complacency, 

45. And all this being ſo evident to all that receive the 
Chriſtian faich, when this Learned worthy Man, and ſuch o- 
thers, do ſay that Holineſs is the only Deſign of the Promiſes, 
&c, you mud not interpret them too ſeverely, nor ſuppoſe 
them to ſpeak properly or accurately; but [oy] is an by- 
perbolical expreſſion, (as many uſe the word 1n{:te as an 
attribute of created things, inſtead of Grear,) Doubtleſs he 
intended it not as exclnſive of all other ends (either of God 
or Man,) And the mode of the age having turned accurate . 
School-language, into figurative and ſuch as Rhetoricians 
uſe,may teach you to expect ſome ſuch,even inthe ſeyereſt 


{ort of Writers. 


6. But though it benot trae that our Helizeſs is the only 
Exd or deſignof the Promiſes, or of Chriſtianity, ir is true 
that it is the exd of all our Chriſtianity, that is oneof its very: 
oreat and noble ends, 

47. The ſame Graces or Gifts of God to man doufually 
circularly promote each other, and fo each is as to other, 
both an exd and means inſeveral inſtances and reſpets, See 
what I have ſaid in my Treatiſe of the Life of Faith; to the 
queſtion, Whether the Precept be for the Promiſe, or the 
Promiſe for. the Precept 2 Whether the Reward be the end 
of Obedience, or Obedience the ead of the Reward 2 
Page 237» ee 

8, When we ſay that Holzneſs is the end of Chſftianiry 
or taith in Chriſt, we take Holsneſs narrowly for that Prz- 
ary and moſt immediate part of Heiizeſs, which'is our Re- 

fpenation, SubjeFion and Love t0-God 45 God; And not fo 
largely as to mclude onr _— in Chrift it felf, And werake 
| D 3 not: 


8 
not Chriſtianity for the whole Chriſtian Religion, but for 
The rexedjing part, or faith in Chriſt aS ſuch. Otherwiſe we 
could but ſay that the remedying pays of onr Religion or 
Holineſs, is the wrans to the Primary part which is its exd, 
When we underſtand cach other, let us not nceuleſly 
quarrel about words. | 
49. If any ſay too much in making our Holiaeſs Gods 
 oxly End, itill beſeemeth thole ro be their ceaſurers, who 
have tempted them to it, by erring more on the contrary 
extream. And it is not to be denyed or hid,that more than 
downright Antinomians, have ſo ill expounded the points of 
Chriſts ſuretiſhip , and of the Imputation of our fin to 
| him, and of the Impuration of his Righteouſneſs to us, as 
hirh proved the great occaſion of ſome mens running into 
the contrary errour ; yea, and as would exclude all pardon 
of {in, and all true Religion, had their notions been pradte- 
cally and prevalently held. But their opinions are confuted 
by ſo many (oleviar, rfine, Piſcator, Paraus, Wendeline,Ca- 
»ero, and many other Forreigners ; and by Wotton, Gataker, 
and others at homes and plainlieſt in Mr. T7am#a7s foreſaid 
Treatiſe, Mr, Bradſbaw of Juſttf. and Mr. Hotchks of Par- 
don, and Le Blazk in his Theſes) that I will not here ſtay 
to deal with thoſe Points, And it ts not an cafie or 
a common thing, for men that write againſt any dangerous 
errour and extream, to keep up large impartial thoughts, 
and ſee the danger on the contrary fide z For mans mind is 
limitted and narrow, and cannot think with equal ſcriou(- 
neſs and clearneſs of many things at once, And the wiſeſt | 
man alive, when he is earneſtly pleading againſt any errour, 
is in great danger of forgetting what is on the other ſide the 
way, and of thinking ſocagerly what to ſay againſt the 0- 
pinten he oppoſeth, as to forget both what may be ſaid for 


it, and what wotfe hisownargaings may lafer, 


50. No- f 
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50. Nothing is more ſare in Chriſtianity, than that Chrifk 
came into theworld to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt; 
and to bring home ſtraying prodigals to God,and to deſtroy 
the works of the Fleſh and Devil; and to bring man back to 
the love and obedience of his Maker, and to cure him of 
his worldly-love. And ſo that Holineſs or the love of God, 


1s the end of our Redemption, and our Faith, 
[, It is moſt certainly that he is the beſt man that hath 


_ theleaſt need of pardon of fin, that is, that is moſt Holy 


and leaſt finfal; And that all men muſt rather defire to be 
kept from fin, (and pardoned when they do fin) then to fin 
and then be pardoned - nor may we deſire Pardon alone, if 
we could have it. So that we are pardoned what is paſt, 
that Love may make us fin ſo no more; and Juſtihcation is 
an antecedent means to our fuller Holineſs and obedience to 
God(which I have largely opened in my conf of faith.) 
52. Itis certain thar Juſtification and Sanctification go 
on hand in hand together (of which ſee Mr, George Hophens, 
Salvation from ſin, ) And that it is a notortous errour of 
ſuch as ſay that Juſtification is perfe& as ſoon as it begins. 
(chough it be true thar all fin is then forgiven. } | 
53. And it 1s certain that Sancttfication as it 1s the work: 
of God, is an executive part, or one part of the executive 
pardon of our fins; Becauſe it is the taking off of a very. 
creat pen2lty, which is the privation of the fpirit of grace, 
54. Nothing is more injtrious to Chriſt than tofetgn that 
he is a patron of fin, or came to excuſe men by free juſtificas 
tion from obedience to their Creators law of nature, ot to: 
make fin leſs odious ro mankind - ſeeing he dyed to redeem 
us from all iniquity, and to purifte to hinafelt a peculiar 
people zealous of good works, | | 
55. Andit is an intollerable blafphemy againſt God, to' 
imagtne.that Chriſt came to make the Divine nature 'mote 
oo un ne 


(16) 
friendly or reconcileable to fin, or to love complacencially 
an ungodly perſon as if he were godly, as being ſuch by the 
imputation of Chriſts righteouſneſs ro him, and to repute 
any man to be what hes not, to take a wicked man for a 
Saint, becauſe that Chriſt was holy for him - what ever 
malicious Papiſts ſay, the Proteſtants abhor ſuch doctrine, 

56. And as farare we from believing that Chriſt was a 
ſinner, or that God ever ſuppoſed him to be a ſinner, or 
hared or puniſhed him as a ſinner : or that ever our fin did 
really become his fin, or that God reputed it ſo to have 
been, For no falſe judgment can belong to God. 

57. Butwe believe that Chriſt dyed for our fins, as a 
ſacrifice, ranſome, propitiation, attonement, And that 
his own voluntary ſponſion and his Fathers will were his obliga- 
71013 and that our ſe»s were the occ4ſiop, and the evil tobe 
dore away; And that (tor the holy ends forementioned) 
he ſuffered for our ſakes and in our ſtead, ſuch a kind and 
meaſure of ſuffering, as was fit to attain the ends of our 
Creator, better than our damnation could have done. And 
thus far our ſins may be ſaid tobe impared to him,in that he 
dyed for them; Though properly he undertook the pu- 
niſhment only ; but never the fin it ſelf: His nature and 
holy will abborring ſuch an undertaking, The Reaties fat77, 
_ Or Reatus culpe were never upon Chriſt; nor the primary 
proper Reatus ad pernam;, but only an improper aſſumed Rea- 
1446 ad pznam, Or obligation to puniſhment for our fins, Nor 
can an Accident remove from one ſubje& to another, buc 
its removing 1s its periſhing. < 
$8. And though we believe not that God doth judge we 

to have done all the riehveonſnef that Chriſt did, nor ro 
have peſſeſſed the ſame #7ndividnal Righteouſneſs us 
Chriſt had (for God never erreth ) nor accounteth us us 
Righteous as Chriſt himſelf; nor yet uſeth ws in afl reſpe?s as 
he 


he would baye done, if we had. breg..s. r 


mans dodrine isz, becauſe they never 


6m). 


ico as Qbriſt 
himſelf; nor do we. think-it Athing «4 har che lame 


individual righteouſneſs that was ia Chriſt (being: an acci- 


deat) canbe' in it (elf and really given to us, and made ours.z 
Yet do we believe that his Habunsl perfetHton,with his Aﬀiv: 


Righteonſneſs-and his Sacrifice. or Swferings,. all ſet. rugether, 
and advanced ip walys, by thbew; qonjy 
LEON ſneſs, were the arge: meritgriaws procuring. cauſe of our 
pardon, Juſtification, AdoprionzSapcification.and Salvation. 


actian wich his Divine 


Not one pert imputed to this effec, and unother to that ; 


bur «4 thus makiogiup ene werteriens 549ſe; of all theſe cf- 


fects z even of the Covenars and db vs peacfits: And thus 
Chrifts Rightcouſneſs is imputed and given to us; not im- 
mediately 411 ſelf, buran the effefis and fruits As a Ran- 
ſome is ſaid to be given #94 Capiive,. becaute | iis given for 
him, though ſtrictly: che: Ranſome|s __ fo aq - ON 
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59 Thoſe ignorant, (elf eoncrited contentious cexchers, 
that ſeek the- reputation of; Orthadox zeal in. the things 
which they never;underſtaod, and inſtead gf: clear: appre- 
heading ſound Scriptare-dadcrine; and plain; expoundiag ir 
rothe Church, detake on. crak abs; for company talſe.ac 
inſignificant: confounding; notions, and;ptoudly:make them 
the inſtruments of 'their tarious cenſures and revilings, aud 
of dividing the Chwch by raifing flanders againft det; thar 
preſume to be wiſer, than they'z and fo þy; backbiting tell 
their hearers, howerropeans and dangerons | this and ghac 
had:the wiſdom, Rudy 
and patienbe'ro:underſtand ic ; ſuch I ſay are the men thae in 
all ages have been the firebrands jn the Cburch, and, zea- 
louſly promoted:Chriſts Kingdom! by dividing it, and will 
hardly ever: have peace; here hemithves, eh yds the. 


CY rid yds 2212 and ; naw 
C ' 60, Tc 


(18) 
60, It is not poſſibie- for God-'to hate a holy ſoul, that 
loveth himas God, and bearetly his holy Image. 

61, Yet is his Holineſs noſ{atisfation to Gods Jaſtice,for 
the ins of his nnholy tate, or for his imperfections, 

62. If you-ask, what then would God have done with 
one thus converted, if he had no Saviour, toranſom him 
from Juſtice for his fih 2 anſwer , itis a ſuppoſition that 
is not ro be'put; Becauſe noman is converted and ſandified 
that hith not a Sawiewr,amd the Pardon of his fins, For none 
but Chriſt could firſt Mer#r, and then Geve, the Spirze of ſan- 
Zification which: we had {oft ; and ſo without Chriſt and his 
Spirit we mould have Ly wunſentTified and wrpare 
_ ſ 

« Iris vain therefort to dren that Crcero Or Serecd,. 
Anti or { hryſoſtom, Luther or Calvin, are as much Savi- 
eurs-25'Chriſt:ſo'far as their doiine makerth-men holy : For 
neither Philoſophers r nor Divines' preach-any good deeckee, 
bur whar Chriſt es the Mediztor and Licks of the world, 
did ſome way 'or other communicate co them-: fo-that their 
dofrine that is good, is not#hctr own bur his, ( even theirs 
that know him-nor,) - It is not-they-bur Ho, that merited-a)l 
grace, and thar-pfeſervedthe finning world from being uſed 
as it deſerved;and that aſcending up on high gavegifts{ both 
common and ſpecial) uhto men; Their lighris as the Moons 
derived from the Sun;W hich of them but Chriſt, hath pur- 
chaſed and given a Covenant of Grace to the condemned 
worlds And which of rhem bur. Chriſt; ſends forth with 
their doctrine, 'Quickening,: Hluminating and ſanRifying 
Spirit, to overcome the Devil,the World and the Fleſh £ 

64. While alHober Divines thus plead for Holineſs, and 
cenſure one anothers dodriars as unholy. and countenancing 
finjic plainly ſhewettvthat they are very much ar unity in the 
Wain z but that they bave- not? the skilto word'and metho- 
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dize their notions rightly, and to makeall fall right with'the 
ends and main matter which they are agreed in, And when 
we hear men accuſe each other of unholy, and finful opini- 
ons and pradtices, though we muſt hate the {gnorance, pride 
and wncharitableneſs which is init, yet it is a comfort to us, 
co hear and read that they all agree to cry down fin in the 
general and to diſgrace it 3 and iT they all bearfo'conjun& 
a teſtimony for the excellency and neceflicy of Holineſs , 
what hope 1s there then that if we could ſer all our cacklings 
rogetter, and fee truths fall right in their ſeveral places, we 
might unite our force againſt the Kingdom of the Devil, 
and ungodlineſ(s ; aad might give over deſtroying Holinefs 
by crying down the things we underſtand nor as unholy , 
and might be healed of char antique phrenſie,which maketh 
ſo many Divines and other Chriſtians, by ill managing their 
zeal for holineſs, to divide the Churches, and hinder the 
Goſpel,” and be the inſtruments of Satan, to keep and caſt 
down Holineſs in the world. 
65. Thoſe Churches eſpecially that lament the lapſe of 
Diſcipline, and the confounding of the Holy and prophane 
and thoſe that are conſtituted by unwarrantable ſ{crutinies 
after the Holineſs of Members, beyond the teſt thac was 
appointed by Chriſt, ſhould not diſhonour themſelves, nor 
bring their doctrine or perſans in'o ſaſpition, by being the 
haſty cenſurers and condemners of ſuch Writings, as drive 
harder for the promoting of Holineſs than themtelves; - * 
66, There is fo clear a tendency in ail Gods inſtitnted 
Ordinances to farther Holineſs, that heknoweth not what 
he rajketh of, who ſlighteth them, on pretence of #ataral E- 
widences and Helps to the ſame end : ſceing nataral and ſ- 


pernatural evidences and helps, are fo far from being oppo- 


ſite, that they are both neceſſary, and do:inadmirable ſuita- 
C 41 4 X + 6, + ww. =, k Py f\.if 

bleneſs and harmony concur, - Ge deck: 

C 2 -, He 
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. 67, Heknoweth-nqt-the hurtful miſcarriages of our-times, 
who knoweth;not, what the miftaken notions about free 
grace, have done againſt free grace itſelf z and how the Go- 
{pel hath been ſupplantec, by an erroneous crying up the 
Gofpel, and crying down the Law; and how Juſtification 
hath been abuſed, by mens ſeeming to extol it,.and ſanaif- | 
cation injured by ſuch pretexts: And he that with one eye 
looks on that diſeaſe and its effects, and with the other looks 
on the Book you tell me of, and ſuch like, will quickly ſee 
what Sore this Plaſter was provided for, and how much ex- 
cellent matter there is init, which the toreſatd perſons and 
diſcaſes.need, 2 | | 
63, And as to your mention of my former writings, and 
my intereſt in the buſineſs queſtioned ; I ſhall ſay bur this, 
1. That either you have read my former Writings, or you 
have not ; Lf nor, I will not write more to ſatisfie you, who 
read not, what is already written: For why ſhould I think 
that you will rather read the later than the former © If you 
bave read them, (eſpecially my Confeſſion,my Diſpatations of 
Fuſtification, and my Life of Faith,) either they latisfie you: 
or not: If they do, yop need no more; lt nor, I cannor (a- 
tisfieyou, The queſtion is. whether it be truth and clearly 
opened which is there written © If it be, I will nor ayoid it, 
leſt men abuſe it; nor will I hope to write that which none 
ſhall miſunderſtand, or turn to an occaſion of ſome extream. 
2. Andtheſe few pages tell = my ſenſe; the ſame which 
1 have formerly publiſhed : If wrong, coofute.it : If right, 
my former writings, {ullier opening the. ſame things are ſo | 
farxight. 3. And my Life of. Faith is.ſo late and large in | 
 openins the ſame points (where I have named no leſs than | 
fifty eight errours on the Antinomian fide and their fagtors & 
inthe point of Juſtification and Imputation) that me thinks | 
you ſhould not ſo quickly call for more, _ — 


69. And 1 


| 1 0." LM | 
_- - 69, Andas to Mr. Fowlers.ConteRaties; £5, 20. 22, 23» 
what would, you .with. more accommodate to 'an honeſt 
concord (which is our ſtrength and beauty) and to the heat- 
ing of deforming and deſtroying diviſions, than the praQti- 
ſing of the mo 9a, that our union be placed ia things neceſ- 
” ſary to Holineſ8F: And whereas you think our Church- 
controverſies concerned, I know not your own mind , be- 
cauſe I know not yous But as for my ſelf, you are not L 
hope ſo unreaſonable as ro expect that I plead the cauſe of 
the 1mpoſers of Conformitys And as for the Non-confor- 
miſts, [ think they have no diſlike to his rule, ch, 23. how 
| far we may comply with Rulers or Cuſtoms, . bart highly 
approve it; whether they are 1a the right or the wrong, I 
ſuppoſe you will not allow me to be judge : But you can- 
not ſure be ignorant that they are ſo far from taking the 
things for #ndifferext. which they refuſe, that they think ic 
would make ther guilty, ſhould they do them, of fins {o many 
and ſo very great, and for peace and the reverence of Supe- 
riors, I will not now ſo much as name, And they take no- 
thing to be more ſuitable to their principles about ſuch 
things than Mr. Fowlers doctrine. 
70, Toconclude, undoubtedly Holineſs is the lite and. 
beauty of the ſoul, - The ſpitit of Holineſs is Chriſts Agent 
todo his work in us, and onr pledge and earneſt and firſt 
fruit of Heaven : Iris Chriſts work, and (ubordinately ours, 
tocleanle ys from all filthine(s.of Aeth and ſpirit, perfeding 
Holineſs jn the fear of God, Chriſt, the Spirir, the Word, 
| the Miniſtry, Mercies, aflitions, and all things are tg bring. 
| home, our: hearts to' God, .and to wark together far our 
| good, -by making us partakers of his Holineſs. ' Our Ho- 
lineſs is onxJove of Gad who..is moſt Haly.: And qur love 
of God, andReception of his love,, is on Havel ove. 
laſting Happinels.; where having an moxe into be jorghn/(> 
> erBe 147 ole" 
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but being preſented without ſpot or wrinkle nhto'God, we 
ſhall for ever both magnifie the Lamb that hath redeemed 
us, and waſhed us from all our fins in his blood, and made 
us Kings and Prieſts to God, and alſo ſhall with all the holy 
Society, ſing Holy, Holy,Holy ro the bleſſed Jchovah, who 
is, and was,and is to come; t2 whom all the Heavenly Hoſt 
ſhall give this ſpecial parc of praiſe tor ever. 
© And as all real Saints defire nothing more rhan holy 
Hearts and Holy Lives, Holy M :gtſtrates and Huly Paſtors, 
Holy Churches and a Holy State, Holy Doctrize, Holy 
Worthip, and Holy Piſcipline , and that all the People 
may indeed be Holy z that true Reformition may make 
all che Churches of the world more Holy, and their Holi- 
_ nefs may win home the Infidels and Idolaters to a Holy con. 
formiry to them, and that the Kingdoms of the world may 
become all che Kingdoms of God and of his Chriſt; ſo all 
thole Hypocrites that place their Holineſs in Superſtition, & 
vain ftogulariries in a Love- killing proud dividing zeal; in 
 bictern (s againſt choſe thar are wiſer and better than them- 
ſelves,in making things to be fins. & duties which God neyer 
made ſo, in new opimons, for which they think highly of 
them{elves,and contemptuouſly of thoſe that are noc of their 
mind;tn dead imagery and cold'formalities,or huretul pomp, 
innames,and words,and (hews, and f1dings; in reproaching, 
filencing,and cruel handling, all thac d:ſlike their carnal inte- 
reſt and way; and wil notſell their innocency and ſalvation to 
humour them in their pride, & comply with all their intereſts 
and conceits, That think the'r Places, their Parties,their high 
profeſſtons, do make thoſe fins to be (mall & tolerable in them, 
which God abhorrerh in all others; All cheſe counterfeits, 
Images or carkafſes of Holineſs, are but the powerful cheats 
of the unholy , and the portion of Aypocrites & Unbelieners 
_thallbe the ſxme, (though not perhaps in the ſame degree, } 
' "Avec 24, (the fatal day) 1671. 
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| What Happineſs is > 


erib, Eccleſ. cap. 3. Fol. t., pag. 320. 
wo, neqz ille duct poteſt qui non habet quod 

«mat, qualecunqwaywni. neq; qui habet quod amat fi noxium. fit | 

neqz qu non amat, quod habet etiamſi optimum ſit; Nam & qui 

appetit quod adipiſcs 08 poteze, cruciatur, & que adeptas P. 

quod appetendam noneſft, fallitar z & qui non appeitt quod adi- 
piſcendum eſſet, egrotat + ( He might have added, Er qui non 
habet qued amtt ; quia neg; 0bjettum . habet beatifigans nec. 


atum) Buartum reſtat —— ubibeata vita inveniri queat cam . 
id quod eft Homings optimum (viz. Deus) © amatnr & habctur. 
{- take not him tro be Bleſſed, who hath not.that which he 
loveth, whatſoever it bez nor him that -hath what he 
loveth, if it be hurtful z - nor him that loveth not that which 
he hath, though it be the Beſt; , Forhe thac defirech that 
which- he cannot get is tormented ; And. he that getteth 
that which is not Deſirable, is deceived; And he that de- 
ſireth not that which ſhould be gotten, js ſick. Itremain- 
eth therefore fourthly, that a truly Bleſſed Life conſiſts 
_eth in this, when that which is Beft for a Man is both loved 
and enjoyed (which he proveth at large to be God alone.) 


eAuguſtin, at , 


Beatin, quantum « 


What Holineſs or Virtue is? 


14.ih, cap.15. Quad þ Virlus .ad Beatem Vitam-n0s duct, 
n#thil omnino ee virtuiem affermatirim , niſi ſummun Amo- 
rem Dei —— & ſic definire quitnor wirtutes nou dubltens ; 
ot Temperaniia fit Amor integrum ſe prebens t1 quod amatar - © 
Fnſtitia, Amor ſoli amato ſerviens,@ propierea redte dominans, 
Prudentia, Amor eſt ea quibys adjuuater ab 015.quibus impeditur 


ſagaciter ſeligens, 
| That 


f 24) 

That is, [But if 77:%e be the way.toa Bleſſed life, I will 
affirm that Virtue is nothing elſe,” but the eVicfeſt Love of 
God —— AndI make no doubt thus to define the. four 
Virtues, Temperance is Love,delivering our ſelves intirely 
ro our Beloved; Fortitude is Love,ca(ilWhduring all things 
for the ſake of our Beloved ; Juſtice FLove,.ſerviog' our 
Beloved alone, and therefore rightly governing our inferi- 
ors; Prudence is Love,skilfully differencing our helps from 
our hinderances, ] _ © 


Holineſs nor. Fanatically proud or aſpiring, 


14,1b, cap. 12, Fit Deo fimilis quantum datwyn. eft, dum 
:Nuſtrandum 111 4tq; illuminandum ſe ſubjicit ; Et ſi maxime 
et propinguat ſubjeitione ita qua ſimilss fir longe ab eo fiat neceſſe 
eft audacia, qua wnll efſe ſimilior, Thar is, © + 


% 


A man is made like ro Got, in that degree thiaf is granted 
him, when.he ſubjects himſelf to him, 'ro be illuſtrated and - 
illuminated by him - "And let him come never ſo.near Him 
by this ſubjection, to whom he is made like, it muſt:needs be 
that the Arrogancy, of deſiring to-be liker to him (thanis | 
meer) will be far trom him, PET. { 
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